Evening Service (Ma’ariv) for a Home During the Week of Mourning

Prayer Book : Kol Haneshamah -  Prayers for a House of Mourning, 2001

The service should take place close to sundown if possible, but the availability of family, friends, and fellow congregants to comfort the mourners should be of primary consideration.

Be sure that you have the full names of the mourners and the deceased.

Before the service a few words may be said as introduction to the service or to remember the deceased (optional).  The end of the service, before the reading of the closing psalm and mourner’s kaddish, is also an appropriate time to ask if anyone may want to say a few words recalling some aspect of the deceased person’s life.  It is good to speak with the family about this prior to the service to determine their wishes.  They may also have some readings to request during the service.

There are a number of readings in the prayer book.

There is a custom of a brief session of study in the early part of the service (optional).

This can be done between any introductory remarks and/or readings prior to the Barechu.  Any appropriate passage can be used from the Tanakh and a message of comfort derived for the mourners.  This can also be done before Aleynu. Please note that it is traditional for this service to end with the Mourner’s Kaddish, with no concluding hymn.
13

Barechu

15

Asher Bidvaro (choose either Hebrew or one of the English versions)



     conclude with blessing in Hebrew

17-19

Ahavat Olam (choose either Hebrew or one of the English versions)



     conclude with blessing in Hebrew

Reading (optional)

21

Shema (first section chanted in Hebrew.  The next two sections can be 



     read silently or selections from them read by the leader in Hebrew or



     English.)

30

Emet ve’emunah (continue silently, or read in Hebrew or English.  



     conclude with chanting mi chamocha)

36

Hashkivenu (read in Hebrew or English.  The section is optional)

43

Chatzi kaddish (chant responsively in Hebrew)



Reading (optional)

45
Amidah (silently – you may wish to indicate that this is also a time for


     personal reflection or meditation)

74
Ribono shel olam (read in English.  Any other reading may be used here


     in addition or in place of this)

86
Full Kaddish

89
Aleynu (traditional or alternative)


Reading (optional)

116
Psalm 23 (Hebrew or English)

103
Mourner’s Kaddish (lead with mourners only)

