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Letter from Jerusalem 

Warmest greetings from Jerusalem.  Doris and I arrived in 
late June during the heat of the summer, and it‘s taken 
some weeks for us to become accustomed to average daily 
highs around 100 degrees (some days over 110) and average 
lows in the 70s.  There‘s a reason that we add a phrase about 
the dew when we daven the Amidah this time of the year: 
the dew point and the low temperature overnight are about 
the same, and many mornings we have heard dew dripping 
from the palm fronds and fig leaves on the trees outside our 
third-floor bedroom window. 

Jerusalem is a study of contrasts, ancient and modern at the 
same time, both third-world and first-world in its structures 
and practices.  In the United States we erect historical mark-
ers for important events or buildings from a century or two 
ago; in Jerusalem one sees very few such acknowledge-
ments, even for sites not only hundreds but even thousands 
of years old. 

It is both noisy and quiet.  Many streets especially in the 
center of the city seem constantly packed with cars, taxis, 
buses, and motorcycles, with drivers who seem determined 
to ignore the marked lanes and to honk at the vehicles in 
front of them to move faster.  But a block away, one can of-
ten find a shaded lane or a leafy park where you can feel the 
breeze and watch the birds. 

Like Pittsburgh, Jerusalem has an up-and-down terrain.  
Craggy dry riverbeds (wadis)—the ancient barriers of the 
Kidron Valley to the east, and Gehenna to the south—still lie 
within a stone‘s throw of the Old City walls.  Hills abound, 
of various sizes and designations.  ―Givat Ram‖ (―mighty 
hill‖) is a gentle rise that houses the Knesset, the Israel Mu-
seum, and a campus of Hebrew University along with gar-
dens and wide boulevards.  Mount Zion (―Har Tsion‖) is a 
steeper-sloped hill abutting the Old City, but more accessi-
ble by foot and car than, say, Pittsburgh‘s Troy Hill.  When 
we rode from Tel Aviv on the coast toward Jerusalem in the 
east and saw the land rise abruptly before us, the phrase 
from Psalm 121 came to mind: ―I lift up my eyes to the hills, 
from where will come my help.‖  It‘s easy to see why the 
most defensible positions in ancient times were on the 
steepest elevations. 

But some of the valleys are now brimming with life.  We 
attended the summer festival of international arts, Khutzot 
Hayotzer, strolling among what seemed like hundreds of 
booths demonstrating the arts, crafts, and music of every 
country we could think of in Asia and Africa.  All this is held 
in a valley called the Sultan‘s Pool, just outside the Old 
City‘s Jaffa Gate. 

With the Old City walls built five centuries ago during the 
Ottoman Empire (and continually being repaired and re-

built), we have explored quiet stone walkways in the Jewish 
Quarter between buildings three or four stories high, some-
times connected by stone bridges above our heads.  But 
many of these ―roads‖ in the Muslim and Christian quarters 
are ten-foot-wide stone thoroughfares packed with shops, 
vendors, buyers, and sightseers, and there‘s a giddy feeling 
of being caught up in a current flowing both ways at once. 

Even the food reflects contrast.  Most of the restaurants 
we‘ve found are kosher, whether they are Mizrahi or Italian 
or Chinese, vegetarian or falafel or (American) pizza.  But 
the most trendy restaurants with loud Israeli dance pop vi-
brating from speakers on the walls serve ―modern Israeli‖ 
cuisine which doesn‘t observe kashrut.  Our favorite vege-
tarian restaurant is called ―Te‘enim‖ (―Figs‖), where we sit 
in open-air window arches looking out on Mount Zion and a 
wall of the Old City, eating fabulous roasted root-vegetables, 
amazing salads, and candied baby eggplants with date 
honey. 

The sharp distinctions are no doubt connected to the ques-
tion of Jewish identity in the state of Israel.  We‘ve wit-
nessed powerful tensions between different factions within 
Judaism, in matters as disparate as national policy (the 
painfully conflicted issues of conversion, and of the expul-
sion of 400 children born here to non-Israelis) and cultural 
practices such as dress and Shabbat customs.  Some Israelis 
have expressed to us that they don‘t know which is the 
greater danger to the nation‘s future, the divisions within or 
the threats from without. 

One aspect of the city, however, that does not embody con-
trast is the connection between the buildings and the land.  
Every building, even the newest apartment complex, is clad 
in white stone, very much like the stones that were hewn 
beneath the Old City to erect the Temple.  Hence Jerusa-
lem‘s old and new structures alike share the color of the sur-
rounding hills and ravines. 

On Tisha B‘Av, we were in the Robinson‘s Arch section of 
the Western Wall, standing among the massive stones 
thrown down by the Roman soldiers from the top of the 
Temple Mount exactly 1,940 years ago.  Despite the con-
quering armies from every direction and a diaspora that has 
reached every inhabited corner of this planet over two mil-
lennia, some things have endured here.  This year, along 
with hundreds of thousands of Jewish residents and visi-
tors, we will observe Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Suk-
kot in Jerusalem.  And the words with which we ended last 
year‘s Yom Kippur Neilah service, ―Next Year in Jerusa-
lem!,‖ will finally have come true. 

L‘Shana Tova!  Wishing you a healthy, happy New Year in 
which you realize your best dreams, 

Deane Root 
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contact our Life Events Chair, Pam Weiss -- 412-363-4137 
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Membership-It's Electric! 
 
Membership renewals are coming in at a good rate, and our experi-
ment with electronic renewals seems to be a success.  I'm pleased 
with this, as it saves postage and paper, and also prevents congre-
gants from having to fill out that long form every year.  I'm very 
interested in hearing your feelings about the electronic renewal 
mailings, so please send me your comments, favorable or other-
wise, so I can improve the process next year. 
  
If you haven't sent your renewal back yet, please do so as soon as 
possible.  This helps us to keep on track fiscally and to alert our 
committee chairs of people who would like to volunteer.  If you 
would like to discuss installment payments or any other dues-
related matters, please contact our treasurer, Harry Levinson, at 
harryllevinson@verizon.net   or 412-421-3973. 
  
We would like to welcome two new families to Dor Hadash.  They 
are: 
William Blewitt and Craig Churilla, from the South Hills and  
Jim Lando and Leigh Winston and their children Samantha and 
Daniel, from Squirrel Hill. 
 
We look forward to meeting our new members at High Holy Day 
services and welcoming them to our community.  Do take a mo-
ment to say hello to them and to any other unfamiliar people you 
may see! 

 

 
Coordinators 

Sedra Reviews:  Janice Gordon—412-241-6305 

jgordon7@gmail.com 

Principal of Dor Hadash Religious School: Hal Grinberg 

hal.grin@verizon.net 

Congregation Manager: Laura Horowitz - 412-421-2044 

DH15217@gmail.com 

 
The Dor Hadash  Religious School—Board 
 

Jo Recht, Chair 

Michael Marks, Liaison to Congregation Board 

Jim Silver, Treasurer 

Wendy Kobee, liaison to Dorot Committee 

Debra Bogen 

Thistle Elias 

April Ohms 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Deadline for the November/December 2010 KOL  

Friday, October 15,  2010 

Make a Contribution 
Do you want to honor a  special person or special  occasion?   
Is there someone‘s memory you hold dear?  
Make a tax-deductible contribution to Dor Hadash or Dor Hadash Religious School.   
Specify the event or person in whose honor or memory the contribution is being made.  
 

Send all information to: 

Congregation Dor Hadash 
5898 Wilkins Ave 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217  



This list is based on the Hebrew Calendar. The name of your loved one will be read at the Shabbat Service after the yahrzeit occurs. 

Janet Schlesinger 9/3/2004 17 Elul 27-Aug-

Mildred Schutzman 9/4/2004 18 Elul 28-Aug-

Estelle Sable 9/22/1986 18 Elul 28-Aug-

Harry McKibben 9/11/1968 18 Elul 28-Aug-

Leon Nagin 9/19/2000 19 Elul 29-Aug-

Alma Lavenson Wahrhaf- 9/19/1989 19 Elul 29-Aug-

Harry Seiner 9/1/1953 21 Elul 31-Aug-

Samuel Skolnick 9/16/1976 21 Elul 31-Aug-

Lillian Mason 9/8/1993 22 Elul 01-Sep-

Benjamin Chelemer 9/20/1965 23 Elul 02-Sep-

Harry Cosson 9/10/1985 24 Elul 03-Sep-

Edna Watson Jetter 9/27/1970 26 Elul 05-Sep-

Sarah Friedman 9/9/1969 26 Elul 05-Sep-

Barbara Hollander 9/13/1993 27 Elul 06-Sep-

Bernard Nadel 9/9/1988 27 Elul 06-Sep-

Eva Rita Drescher 9/9/1999 28 Elul 07-Sep-

Ruth Gumerman 10/1/1997 29 Elul 08-Sep-

Gertrude Kayten 9/21/1998 1 Tishri 09-Sep-

Hubert Delano 9/12/1999 2 Tishri 10-Sep-

Samuel Gordon 9/14/2007 2 Tishri 10-Sep-

Ellen Barrett 9/23/2009 5 Tishri 13-Sep-

William R. Kalson 9/17/1977 5 Tishri 13-Sep-

Davita Colker Bryant 9/20/2004 5 Tishri 13-Sep-

Albert Gross 9/21/1993 6 Tishri 14-Sep-

Richard Schoenwald 9/30/1995 6 Tishri 14-Sep-

Albert Gross 9/21/1993 6 Tishri 14-Sep-

Adeline Mallinger Gordon 10/7/1997 6 Tishri 14-Sep-

Samuel Jaron 9/24/2001 7 Tishri 15-Sep-

Theodore Einwohner 10/9/1997 8 Tishri 16-Sep-

Gutza Reder 10/2/1976 8 Tishri 16-Sep-

Erwin Schwager 10/5/1992 8 Tishri 16-Sep-

Harry Goldstein 10/10/197 9 Tishri 17-Sep-

Dorothy Kotovsky 10/5/2003 9 Tishri 17-Sep-

Morris Saroff 10/6/1965 10 Tishri 18-Sep-

Myra Engel 9/18/2002 12 Tishri 20-Sep-

Frances Stearns 9/20/1991 12 Tishri 20-Sep-

Herbert Rosenberg 9/25/2007 13 Tishri 21-Sep-

Hyman Levy 9/27/1996 14 Tishri 22-Sep-

Evelyn Langa 9/28/2007 16 Tishri 24-Sep-

Evelyn Kohn Ackerman 10/12/200 16 Tishri 24-Sep-

Avraham Pomerantz 10/17/200 18 Tishri 26-Sep-

Marguerite Fleenor Root 10/12/200 20 Tishri 28-Sep-

Nathan Elbaum 10/2/1988 21 Tishri 29-Sep-

Clara Weintraub 9/30/1972 30-Sep-22 Tishri 

Nathan Grumet 9/28/1994 23 Tishri 01-Oct- 

Irving Gordon 10/6/1996 23 Tishri 01-Oct- 

Anna Cherry 10/11/1974 25 Tishri 03-Oct- 

Max Jacobson 10/6/1950 25 Tishri 03-Oct- 

Sarah Flicop 10/17/1979 26 Tishri 04-Oct- 

Freda Mattes 10/14/1982 27 Tishri 05-Oct- 

Israel Mattes 10/25/1935 28 Tishri 06-Oct- 

Jack Wolvovitz 10/20/2006 28 Tishri 06-Oct- 

Molly Shonberg 10/6/1983 29 Tishri 07-Oct- 

Milton Dolinka 10/31/1997 30 Tishri 08-Oct- 

Mariam Mizel 10/24/1987 1 Heshvan 09-Oct- 

David Hineck 10/20/1963 2 Heshvan 10-Oct- 

William Needle 10/18/2004 3 Heshvan 11-Oct- 

Leslie Reggel 10/11/1983 4 Heshvan 12-Oct- 

Herman David Engelberg 10/10/2002 4 Heshvan 12-Oct- 

Sadie Lubar 11/5/1973 10 Heshvan 18-Oct- 

Jacob Levinson 11/3/1995 10 Heshvan 18-Oct- 

Harry Davis 10/30/2009 12 Heshvan 20-Oct- 

Sadie Schoenwald 11/12/1932 13 Heshvan 21-Oct- 

Anna Gumerman 11/1/1990 13 Heshvan 21-Oct- 

Adeline Levitt 11/15/1986 13 Heshvan 21-Oct- 

Jacob Mason 11/7/1995 14 Heshvan 22-Oct- 

Goldie Gross 10/20/2002 14 Heshvan 22-Oct- 

Paul Begler 11/15/1997 15 Heshvan 23-Oct- 
Rita Geller 10/21/2002 15 Heshvan 23-Oct- 

Lawrence Saroff 11/15/2008 17 Heshvan 25-Oct- 

Eli Krotman 10/29/1980 19 Heshvan 27-Oct- 

Irving Swartz 11/22/2005 20 Heshvan 28-Oct- 

Rose Poe 11/9/1971 21 Heshvan 29-Oct- 

Gerty Alexander 11/19/1989 21 Heshvan 29-Oct- 

Paul Tauberg 11/6/1993 22 Heshvan 30-Oct- 

Robert Marks 10/27/1956 22 Heshvan 30-Oct- 

Blanka Engler 11/1/1972 24 Heshvan 01-Nov- 

Harry Hershey 11/23/1970 24 Heshvan 01-Nov- 

Reuben Karp 11/25/1978 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Eva Seiner 11/25/1978 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Samuel Heinz 11/26/1959 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Annie R. Belle 11/26/1959 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Florence Berman Karp 10/30/1994 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Jessie Kholos 11/14/1998 25 Heshvan 02-Nov- 

Lora Train 11/5/1999 26 Heshvan 03-Nov- 

Seraphina Polak 11/7/1969 26 Heshvan 03-Nov- 

Ilse Plaut 11/27/2000 06-Nov- 29 Heshvan 

YAHRZEITS 
                 Name                    English Date of Death Hebrew Date   English Date   
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            Name    English Date of Death Hebrew Date    English Date this year  

Contributions  
Arnold and Eve Engler in honor of Howard and Dottie Braun's   
60th Wedding Anniversary 
Arnold and Eve Engler in honor of Cheryl Klein's birthday 
Seymour Drescher in honor of Sarah Angrist 
Debbie and Arnie Reichbaum in honor of  Cheryl's birthday 
Deane Root and Doris Dyen in honor of Miri and Jerry Rabinowitz  
 
Bruce Ledewitz  to the General Fund 
 

Ernest Sternglass in memory of Marilyn Sternglass 
Stan and Sarah Angrist in memory of Milton Sackin 
Arnold and Yetta Freedman in memory of Milton Sackin 
Mike and Laura Horowitz in memory of Al Schubert 
Nancy Levine-Arnold in memory of Al Schubert 
Mark Fisher in memory of Al Schubert  



Saturday, September 4 / 25 Elul 

Bat Mitzvah ð Emily Schwager 

Shabbat Morning Service, 9:30 am 

Service Leader: Mark Rubenstein 

Parsha: Nitszavim/Vayelech, Deuteronomy 29:9 - 31:30 

Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10 - 63:9 

All invited to a Kiddush luncheon following the service 

Selichot services: Preparing for the New Year.  

Saturday evening,  September 4 

Led by Tree of Life*Or L'Simcha 

* Wednesday, September 8 / 29 Elul 

  Erev Rosh Hashanah 

* Thursday, September 9 / 1 Tishrei 

  Rosh Hashanah – Day 1  

* Friday, September 10 / 2 Tishrei 

  Rosh Hashanah – Day 2 

Saturday, September 11 / 3 Tishrei 

Shabbat Shuvah, 10:00 am 

Service Leader: Miri Rabinowitz 

Parsha: Ha’azinu, Deuteronomy 32:1 - 32:52 

Haftarah: Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-27 

Kiddush luncheon following the service 

* Friday, September 17 / 9 Tishrei 

  Kol Nidre  

* Saturday, September 18 / 10 Tishrei 

  Yom Kippur  

Wednesday, September 22 / 14 Tishrei 

Erev Sukkot 

Tree of Life building, 7:30 pm 

Service Leader: Steve Kroser 

Oneg Sponsors (Oneg in the Sukkah): Laura & Mike 

Horowitz 

Friday, September 24 / 16 Tishrei 

FRIDAY FAMILY SERVICE  

Saturday, September 25 / 17 Tishrei 

Shabbat Morning Service and Study 10-12 

Tree of Life, Rabbi’s Study 

Parsha: Chol HaMoed Sukkot, 

Exodus 33:12 - 34:26 & Numbers 29:17 - 29:22 

Haftarah: Ezekiel 38:18 - 39:16 

Thursday, September 30 / 22 Tishrei 

Simchat Torah 

Simcha of Sweet Study  

Service Leader: Dan Leger 

Tree of Life building, 6:30 pm 

Oneg sponsors: The Board of the DHRS 

Saturday, October 2 / 24 Tishrei 

Shabbat Morning Service and Study 10-12 

Tree of Life building, Rabbi’s Study 

Parsha: Breisheet, Genesis 1:1 - 6:8 

Haftarah: Isaiah 42:5 - 43:10  

Sunday, October 3 / 25 Tishrei 

Board Meeting, 10:00 am   

Tree of Life building 

All are encouraged to attend 

Friday, October 8 / 30 Tishrei 

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 

Erev Shabbat Service, Tree of Life, 8:00 pm 

Service Leader: Pam Goldman 

Parsha: Noach, Genesis 6:9 - 11:32 

Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1 - 55:5  

Sedra Review: Ruth Drescher 

Saturday, October 9 / 1 Cheshvan 

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 

Shabbat Morning Service and Study 10-12 

Tree of Life building, Rabbi’s Study 

Saturday, October 16 / 8 Cheshvan 

Torah Study,   

Shabbat Morning Service w/children’s activity, 10:00 am 

Service Leader: Jeremy Resnick 

Parsha: Lech Lecha, Genesis 12:1 - 17:27 

Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27 - 41:16 

Kiddush luncheon following the service 

Friday, October 22 / 14 Cheshvan 

Erev Shabbat Service, Tree of Life, 8:00 pm 

Service Leader: Jon Pushinsky 

Sedra Review:  Nancy Levine-Arnold 

Parsha: Vayera, Genesis 18:1 - 22:24 

Haftarah: II Kings 4:1 - 4:37  

Speaker: Stan Angrist, ―The Aleppo Codex 

Saturday, October 23 / 15 Cheshvan  

Shabbat Morning Service and Study 10-12 

Tree of Life building, Rabbi’s Study 

Friday, October 29 / 21 Cheshvan 

FRIDAY FAMILY SERVICE  

Saturday, October 30 / 22 Cheshvan 

Shabbat Morning Service and Study 10-12 

Tree of Life building, Rabbi’s Study 

Parsha: Chaye Sarah, Genesis 23:1 - 25:18 

Haftarah: I Kings 1:1 - 1:31 

September / October   2010 

Elul/Tishrei/Cheshvan  5770 - 5771 
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CALENDAR   

For up-to-the-minute service and programming  

information visit the  online Dor Hadash calendar 

http://www.localendar.com/public/DorHadash 

http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/nitzavim.shtml


 

Congregation Dor Hadash 
High Holy Days Services–5771 

Wednesday, September 8,  8:00 pm 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Service Leader:  Shana Leshko 

Speaker:  Kathy Blee – ―The Span of Time‖ 
 

Thursday, September 9,  9:30 am 

Rosh Hashanah ï Day 1  

Service Leader:  Bruce Herschlag  

Speaker:  Roz Sherman – ―It's Rosh Hashanah…Now What?‖ 

 

Family Service  

10:30 - 12:00 - Children in Kindergarten – 4th Grade 

Service Leaders:  Bimla Schwarz & Hal Grinberg 

 

Tashlich – at Duck Hollow immediately following services.  
 Service Leaders:  Janey Clark & Cheryl Klein 

 

Friday, September 10,  9:30 am 

Rosh Hashanah ï Day 2 

Service Leader:  Sally Kalson 

Speaker:  Ari Klein – ―Reinterpreting the Akedah‖ 

 

Saturday, September 11,  10:00 am 

Shabbat Shuvah  

Service Leader:  Miri Rabinowitz 

 

Friday, September 17,  6:45 pm 

Kol Nidre  

Service Leader:  Judy Grumet 

Speaker:  Ray Engel – ―Is Anybody Listening?‖ 

 

Saturday, September 18,  9:30 am 

Yom Kippur - Shachrit Service 

Service Leader:  Miri Rabinowitz 

Speaker:  Al Blumstein – ―Redemption‖ 

 

Family Service  

10:30 - 12:00 - Children in Kindergarten – 4th Grade 

Service Leaders:  Bimla Schwarz & Hal Grinberg 

 

Yom Kippur - Yizkor Service 

Service Leaders:  Lisa & Jonathan Budd 

 

Yom Kippur - Musaf Service 

Service Leader:  Lisa Brush  

 

Yom Kippur - Mincha/Neila Services,  5:45 pm 

Service Leader:  Steve Kroser 

Speaker:  Dan Leger – ―What Do I Do Now?‖ 

 

       Communal Break the Fast (details to follow in DHN) 
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in the time period, and in the aspects 
of Israeli and Jewish history and cul-
ture that they cover. Each week, I will 
give an introduction to the author and 
to certain themes in modern Hebrew 
fiction. But mostly it will be a book 
discussion. For October, read A Per-
fect Peace. My hope is that this course 
will continue as a Dor Hadash book 
group, and we‘ll continue to meet and 
discuss an Israeli novel in translation 
every month or two. 
 
Hal Grinberg is the Education Direc-
tor at Dor Hadash. He has been study-
ing Hebrew and reading Hebrew lit-

erature, in the original and in transla-
tion, for many years. 

We are living in the most exciting era 
in Hebrew literature since the Biblical 
& Talmudic periods. For those who 
like reading, this course is an opportu-
nity to pay attention to modern He-
brew literature in translation. In each 
of the three monthly classes we will 
discuss a Hebrew novel: two relative 
classics--A Perfect Peace by Amos Oz 
and Mr Mani by AB Yehoshua (both 
are readily available on used book 
websites like alibris.com and in syna-
gogue or public libraries); and a more 
contemporary novel--Almost Dead by 
Assaf Gavron (still in print/can be 
ordered from a bookstore). These nov-
els are very different from each other 

From the Adult Education Committee: 
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New Beginnings: 

Shalom Chaverim:  As is evident from Deane‘s letter on the front page he is not in Pittsburgh to lead us directly in 

his role as President of the Congregation, and as such I am standing in for him while he is on sabbatical in Jerusa-

lem.  The Chagim (High Holy Days) are almost here, and this is a good time for us to take stock of what has gone on 

in the past 12 months, and to look ahead to the coming year and beyond.  As a community we have had many 

changes, which I will reframe as New Beginnings.  Our most significant change has been our relocation to the Tree 

of Life building.  I would like to publicly acknowledge and thank Deane Root and Dan Leger - it is because of their 

vision and efforts that this became a reality. 

A few weeks ago Miri and I celebrated our 13th Wedding Anniversary. As older folks coming together we each 

brought to our union many ―minhagim‖ (‗customs‘, though some might say mishugas!).  We kept the minhagim that 

were most meaningful to us, made compromises on those that were less consequential, and even reconstructed a few 

to better fit our new lives together. I view our move to the Tree of Life building and integration with our new 

neighbors, the TOL*OLS community, in much the same way. They, like us, have their own minhagim – and we will 

have to learn and adapt, just as they will with us.  For example, I am now much more conscious about wearing a 

kippa when I am in the building, not because I have suddenly become more religious, but because it is the minhag 

hamakom (the accepted practice).  Similarly, in terms of space usage and co-ordination with TOL*OLS we are feel-

ing our way (as they are with us).  This is new for all of us and it will take time and there will be a few false starts, 

before this works optimally.  This is my way of asking for patience and forbearance.  

In closing, I want to reassure everyone that just because we have a new address and new neighbors, and may occa-

sionally share services or events with TOL*OLS we have not changed our fundamental approach to Judaism. We 

continue as Congregation Dor Hadash - the same Reconstructionist congregation and the same wonderful group of 

do-it yourselfers that we have always been.  

I hope to see all of you during the High Holy Days.  On behalf of the Board, and on a personal level, on behalf of my 

wife, Miri, and myself, we want to wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Sweet New Year     

   Leshanah tovah umetukah tikatevu.  Jerry Rabinowitz 

From The Social Action Committee: 

In July, the Social Action Committee submitted a proposal to the Dor Hadash board requesting that Dor Ha-

dash agree to be a ―program partner‖ for J Street events. J Street is a ―Pro-Israel Pro-Peace‖ organization that 

has gained national attention with a rapidly growing number of interested people, mostly but not primarily 

Jewish. J Street's mission is two-fold: first, to advocate for urgent American diplomatic leadership to achieve a 

two-state solution and a broader regional, comprehensive peace and, second, to ensure a broad debate on Is-

rael and the Middle East in national politics and the American Jewish community. J Street consists of three 

legally independent organizations which includes a JStreet PAC, a non-profit corporation, and the J Street 

Education Fund, Inc., a 501(c)(3) which offers speakers, debates, and a discussion series. 

On August 8th the Dor Hadash board, after an in depth discussion, voted unanimously to approve the proposal. 

This means that Dor Hadash could be listed on promotional material such as flyers or emails, along with other 

Jewish organizations and congregations, announcing speakers and events organized by J Street Pittsburgh. 

Dor Hadash consent does not indicate approval or adoption of all views of J Street. Rather, approval of the 

proposal signifies that Dor Hadash should be a place where open and respectful dialogues can happen on many 

issues, no matter our personal beliefs. Questions, comments, and opinions at J Street events are openly in-

vited. Program partners from past events include: Temple Sinai, Temple Ohav Shalom, Rodef Shalom Congre-

gation, Beth Shalom Congregation, Parkway Jewish Center, and the Pittsburgh Area Jewish Committee. For 

complete, in-depth information go to http://jstreet.org/ or google J Street Pittsburgh. J Street Pittsburgh will 

resume their discussion series after the High Holy Days. 



 The Religious School is 

preparing for a great new school 

year. Our first week of classes will 

be held the week of September 

13th.  We will have a number of 

new students, and our enrollment 

may be up by 10%.  We will again 

have a very excellent teaching 

staff.  Harriett Green, Yona Saul, 

Shlomit Harel and I will be 

teaching again this year, and we 

may be the most experienced staff 

in the city.  Together the four of us 

have almost a hundred years of 

teaching experience in the 

Pittsburgh Jewish community.  In 

future KOL‘s, I will be telling you 

about the curriculum and 

accomplishments of the students. 

  Religious School classes 

will continue to meet in people‘s 

houses. Many of our families 

strongly preferred to continue 

meeting in homes, instead of 

moving into the Tree of Life 

building.  After a full day of 

school, the children prefer the 

warm and inviting feeling that 

comes with walking into 

someone‘s home, instead of 

another institutional building; 

and this makes the connection 

between Jewish education and the 

home.  The teachers have been 

very appreciative of the generosity 

and warmth of our host families; 

they like teaching in our homes.  

The Mitzvah class will be the one 

exception and will probably meet 

at the ToL building, since Bnai 

Mitzvah tutoring sessions are 

often held afterwards. 

 We will continue to have 

our Shabbat dinners and picnics, 

and we have some new ideas in 

the works. 

 The biggest new idea is 

our monthly FRIDAY NIGHT 

FAMILY SERVICE.  On the 4th 

Friday of every month, starting at 

6:00 PM, the congregation and 

religious school will have a service 

for 3 to 9-year olds and their 

families: singing, dancing, 

praying, stories, and singing and 

more singing. Brian Primack will 

be leading it.  It will be lots of fun; 

people of all ages are welcome and 

will enjoy it.  The service will last 

about 50 minutes, and a light 

dinner will be served afterwards.  

Come one and all: bring your 

children, grandchildren, friends, 

and neighbors. 

     Another new idea is for 

parents: we are planning two wine

-and-cheese book-discussion 

nights for Religious School 

parents, where we will discuss two 

books related to raising Jewish 

children: Blessings of a Skinned 

Knee and When Children Ask 

About God.    The details are still 

being worked out. 

  Also, April Ohms and I 

have been working to organize 

mitzvah projects for the classes.  

Each class will be presented with 

a list that the students and their 

families can do together, and they 

can choose one.  These will be 

ongoing projects which they can 

work at throughout the year.  The 

experience of helping others 

should be part of every students 

experience every year in a 

Reconstructionist Religious 

School. 

  Wendy Osher, Chair of the 

Social Action Committee, has 

been keeping in close touch with 

me, as we try to get more students 

and school families involved in 

the congregation‘s Social Action 

projects.  Three of our students--

Zia Kandler, Talia Leshko, and 

Becca Tsapis-Mosse--helped 

Wendy make curtains for Safe 

Haven.  You can read more about 

this in the Social Action column. 

  Wendy, April and I also 

want to get the post-Bnai Mitzvah 

students involved in a project of 

their own.  We hope to present 

them with a list of ongoing 

projects, and let them choose one  

The most promising so far is a 

project with GTech, where 

students will work to develop an 

abandoned city block over the 

course of a couple years, as well as 

learn about rain gardens and 

fighting city blight, and learn to 

see these issues from a Jewish 

perspective. 

  Our Muslim-Jewish high-

school dialogue group will meet 

again in October.  Our students 

will continue the relationship they 

started at the end of last year with 

a group of Muslim high-school 

students, asking questions about 

the customs of the each other‘s 

religion and finding how much 

they have have in common as high 

school students relating to their 

families and religions. 
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